PRESS RELEASE
MEDITERRANEAN FISHERIES: URGENT CALL ON THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION
AND CROATIA TO PROMOTE INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION FOR KEY NURSERY
GROUNDS IN THE ADRIATIC JABUKA/POMO PIT.
15 July 2017. On the eve of the EU Fisheries Council (Bruxelles, 17 July 2017), which
will examine the latest status of Mediterranean fisheries1, the Adriatic Recovery Project
calls upon Commissioner Vella and Croatia to promote the establishement of an
international Fisheries Restricted Area (FRA) in the Central Adriatic Jabuka/Pomo Pit,
closed to all demersal fisheries, such as trawling and longliners.
Last May the Scientific Committee (SAC) of the General Fisheries Commission for the
Mediterranean (GFCM), endorsed the Adriatic Recovery Project’s proposal for the
establishment of a FRA closed to all demersal fisheries in the Pomo/Jabuka Pit, and
submitted it to the next Conference of the GFCM (Montenegro, 16-20 October 2017).
This measure would allow for the protection of the most important nursery and spawning
grounds of Adriatic overexploited species, such as European hake and Norway lobster. In
addition, the establishment of a FRA closed to demersal fisheries, would create a level
playing field in the area by extending the fishing ban, introduced last May by Croatia, to all
Mediterranean fleets.
“We consider the establishment of the Jabuka/Pomo Pit FRA, closed to all demersal
fisheries, the first testing ground for the European Commission willingness to implement
the Med4Fish Declaration, adopted last March in Malta. We now look at the Commission to
propose the establishment of the FRA at the GFCM Conference, with measures based on
SAC advice. Anything else short of a full ban on demersal fisheries will be considered a poor
compromise and will not provide the full protection needed for the critical habitats and
species present in the area ” - said Domitilla Senni from the Adriatic Recovery Project.

The Adriatic Recovery Project is an alliance of NGOs and scientific institutions to protect
vulnerable marine ecosystems and fish essential habitats of the Adriatic Sea. The Project is
coordinated by MedReAct, in partnership with Legambiente, Marevivo, the Stanford
University and the Marche Polytechnic University.
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION on the State of Play of the Common Fisheries Policy and
Consultation on the Fishing Opportunities for 2018.

BACKGROUND NOTES.
1. The middle Adriatic Jakuba/Pomo Pit is an area where regional hydrography, low
benthic biomass, and sedimentological factors combine, resulting in a critical
nursery ground for key commercial species of the Adriatic subject to persistent
overfishing such as hake, deep water rose shrimp and Norway lobster .
2. Advice to protect the Jabuka/Pomo Pit from FAO Adriamed Project went long
unheard. Finally in 2015 Croatia and Italy, with the largest fleets operating in the
area, jointly agreed to protect the Pit by closing it to demersal fisheries. However,
just over a year later Italy, under pressure from the fishing sector, unilaterally
reopened the Pit to trawlers.
3. Following the Adriatic Recovery Project FRA proposal, Italy and Croatia resumed
talks to protect the Pit. In May 2017, Croatia introduced a new ban on demersal
fisheries in an area of the Pit of approx 2500 sq km.
4. Map of the Adriatic Recovery Project proposed FRA in the Pomo/Jabuka Pit. In red:
core area closed to demersal and recreational fisheries. In blue: buffer area with a
restricted fisheries regime.

